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Erase the 2 curved lines you made  

at the beginning. Switching to your  

darker pencil, add detail to the otter’s  

eyes and muzzle. Add a few lines  

around the face to show his fur. Add a  

line to his back; that gives us the feeling  

of his flesh and thick fur.

Now give him fur and whiskers. Short lines  

create the impression of fur. 

What will you call your otter? 

Add some colour and maybe rocks and water  

for the background.
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Otter facts Otter facts 
• Sea otters spend most of their lives in the water,  

 usually swimming on their back. Their hind legs  

 are flippers, so sea otters can be quite awkward  

 on land.  

• River otters live in water and on land, diving  

 for food. They swim on their bellies. River otters  

 are about half the size of sea otters; they have  

 longer, thinner tails and webbed hind feet.

• Other marine animals have blubber (a thick  

 layer of fat) to keep them warm. Sea otters do  

 not have blubber. They stay warm because they  

 have the thickest fur of any mammal. 

• Otters eat mostly fish, but they also eat  

 sea urchins, shellfish, crabs,  

 frogs, birds, and even  

 small reptiles.

Make  Make  
an otter  an otter  
portrait!portrait!

Using your lighter pencil, draw a somewhat flattened  

circle on the right side of the page. Then make two lines 

through the circle. Now you’ve got something that looks  

a bit like a squashed soccer ball.

See how we put corners on the paper to frame 

the drawing? The frame helps you to get the right  

proportions. 

Now draw a face. Use the lines to guide you in  

placing the eyes and muzzle. Give your otter his ears  

and a body.

The otter is a favourite animal wherever it is found. Otters are gregarious, often travelling in family groups, 

apparently enjoying each other’s company with a strong sense of fun. 

The otter is perfectly designed for its way of life, which is almost aquatic. The body is long, cylindrical, 

and muscular with a long, strong tail slightly flattened from side to side to use as a rudder and also a 

propeller. The legs are very short, but the feet are big with webs between all toes. I particularly enjoy 

their alert expression, which seems to suit their lively and active behavior. --- Robert Bateman 
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Using Robert Bateman’s painting as a model, you can draw an otter too!

Materials:    •   A pencil that erases easily    •    A pen or darker pencil

Photo credit: background: istock

Otter Portrait by Robert Bateman, acrylic on board, 8x12, 2007

River Otter Studies by Robert Bateman, 1993


