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Message 
from the Chair
The Bateman Foundation had a challenging but rewarding 

year as we faced the many hurdles and obstacles presented 

by COVID.

 

Our focus is ‘Wellbeing’ and our team adjusted to these times 

swiftly and admirably to offer our Nature Sketch program in 

different ways to help as many people as possible. The need to 

get outdoors and experience nature has never been so vital - which makes our Foundation’s mission all the 

more compelling. Our programs have led to more collaborations with other organizations, and we expect to 

develop even more partnerships in the years to come.

 

Our team kept the Bateman Gallery open for most of the past year under stressful and difficult circumstances. 

Though attendance was naturally down, the quality of our exhibits was just outstanding and we have exciting 

new ones on the horizon. We are pleased to have Thomas Mangelsen’s A Life in the Wild continuing with us 

until late July, and then an exhibit titled Relief will showcase the original photographs of Robert Lemermyer 

and his explorations in the majestic Rocky Mountains. With health measures continually being relaxed, I know 

more people will soon be visiting the amazing Bateman Gallery and Gift Shop at the Steamship Terminal 

Building.

The most important message that I want to share is the appreciation I have for our leadership team and staff 

who worked so hard and adjusted so well in such a trying year. We all were impacted by events of this past 

year, but it was so rewarding to witness such great efforts and an ongoing commitment by our team to help 

others out there. We were also helped immensely by a very talented, supportive, and dedicated board who 

helped guide Peter and his team. I want to also thank two board members whose terms are ending, Dr. Clark 

Svcrek and Neil Tran, for their wisdom, dedication, and support. Thank you gentlemen!

 

Finally, I want to thank the person we are all motivated by. Robert Bateman had a great vision many years ago 

to use art and nature to heal the mind and soul. As we have all witnessed in the past 16 months or so, getting 

outdoors is needed now more than ever and we are proud to help Canadians and people even further afield 

with the wonderful programs at the Bateman Foundation.

 

As we all know....”Nature is Magic”

David Schneider, Chair of the Bateman Foundation



Since our formation in 2012,  this past year was one of our 
most challenging as we navigated the many devastating 

impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many other cultural 
institutions across the world our experience veered from 
moments of panic to resiliency and opportunity. It was also 
a year of celebrations as we marked the 90th birthday of 
Robert Bateman, our founder and patron, on May 24th 2020. 
This celebration provided a reminder of our mission to promote 

the beauty of nature and its associated health benefits; something Mr. Bateman has often spoken about 
and reflected through his art. In recognition of his birthday we launched Sketch Across Canada, with 
the aim of delivering 33,000 free Nature Sketch booklets to communities across Canada, which we 
achieved and surpassed by early 2021.
 
One of the strengths of the Bateman Foundation continues to be our programming, especially the 
Nature Sketch Program and Wellness Program, our new therapeutic art program. The pandemic 
provided the added impetus for us to explore new models of programming and financial sustainability. 
Due to the dramatic impact of COVID-19 on group activities, we reworked our budgets to establish 
new projects that engaged the community, plus online models for program delivery. This meant an 
investment into a new position, computer resources, and program ideas to increase our presence in the 
online world.  
 
For 2021, the goal is to expand the Nature Sketch program in ten cities across Canada, and reach new 
audiences through an online portal. In addition, the Wellness Program is poised to grow as it reflects 
our continued drive to use art and nature to assist those with mental health challenges, particularly 
those from marginalized communities. In the Bateman Gallery, the focus is on photography as we 
feature nature-based works from Thomas D. Mangelsen and Robert Lemermeyer. 
 
Fortunately the Bateman Foundation was the recipient of so much help from its supporters and 
partners, including the Canadian government’s COVID-19 grants, that we were able to survive 2020 
and build towards a stronger 2021. During this challenging time the staff, board and partners of the 
Bateman Foundation pulled through: their amazing resilience helped reinforce our theme of 2020, 
which was one of ‘wellbeing’.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
With gratitude, 

Peter Ord, Executive Director
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SOMETHING ABOUT 
COVID OBV
2020 was a uniquely challenging year for us all. When the COVID-19 pandemic closed the Bateman Gallery 

doors in March, we were forced to pivot at an alarming speed. We continued our operations with a small 

core team, working at a reduced rate. Together, we built a solid digital offering including free educational 

resources and a virtual tour of Castaways: Art From the Material World, all hosted on our website. Castaways 

was a beautiful, poignant and creative exhibit that opened two weeks before we shut down - this was 

heartbreaking for the twenty women artists whose work languished in the empty space. The creation of 

a virtual tour meant the public were still able to engage with the exhibit, and while this is a drastically 

different experience than visiting the gallery in-person, there is tremendous value in the digital space. 

Virtual tours offer a level of accessibility that we were proud to embrace, and will form a key component 

of our future exhibits. We also adapted our Nature Sketch program into an online version: this was so 

successful that we decided to build a permanent Bateman Studio to deliver online programming across 

North America.

By the time the Bateman Gallery reopened in June, 

it was clear that the effects of social isolation 

and the ongoing pandemic were accelerating 

levels of depression and anxiety in our society. 

With a desire to be part of a collective solution, 

the Bateman Foundation launched the Wellness 

Project, which offers free nature-based expressive 

arts programming to the Victoria community, 

supporting the development of tools for mental 

wellness. We started working with vulnerable 

community groups in Victoria, offering a version of 

our Nature Sketch program in the gallery on days 

we were closed to the public.

Since its inception in 2012, a core tenet of our philosophy has been that spending time in nature is beneficial 

to one’s mental health. In 2020 our society changed in fundamental ways, making us acutely aware of the 

importance of the natural world and its role in the health and happiness of humans. With the introduction 

of the Wellness Project, we hope to reposition the Bateman Gallery as a useful and accessible community 

resource for wellbeing.
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The Gallery

5,882 Visitors

The gallery was closed to the public from mid-March to early June. The curatorial team had just completed 

and opened one of our feature exhibits for the year called Castaways: Art from the Material World (see 

below). With the gallery closing for 2 ½ months the exhibit was extended to the end of the summer, with 

disappointing levels of gallery attendance due to the limited tourist market seen in Victoria during that time 

and understandable hesitation from locals. 

 

In addition to the development of temporary exhibits, the Bateman team developed a new permanent 

exhibit - The World of Robert Bateman - which featured unique and never-seen paintings, notes and sketches 

from different stages in his artistic career. This exhibit was launched during our re-opening in June 2020 and 

includes videos and images showing the processes behind Mr Bateman’s work. 

$46,797.67 Admission Revenue



CASTAWAYS
March  - September 2020
Castaways: Art From the Material World is a 
rags to riches tale of the textile industry and its 
global impact. Featuring twenty women artists 
from Canada and the Americas, this immersive 
exhibition confronts climate change head on, 
exploring consumer culture and our relationship 
to fast fashion. Castaways is the story of a planet 
in crisis, told from uniquely female perspectives.

ONETREE 2019
November 2019 - February 2020
Back by popular demand, the Bateman Gallery held 
the oneTree exhibit for the third time, honouring 
the life and legacy of a 200-year-old Big Leaf Maple 
tree from the Chemainus Valley. This year 72 artists 
participated - the largest portfolio to date - with 82 
pieces of original art on display including two guitars, 
a mandolin, a pivot door, and a bed.

Featured in the Suzanne & Walter Scott Gallery

2020 Exhibits

GRIZZLY BEARS: 
TEACHERS OF THE LAND
October 2020 - January 2021

For Indigenous peoples in North America, the Grizzly 
is a teacher. Their knowledge strengthens our 
relationship with the land, guides our stewardship, 
and offers insights into our own humanity. Grizzly 
Bears: Teachers of the Land is a unique exhibition that 
explores the lessons often lacking in the Western 
understanding of this majestic creature.
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Learning
School Programs:
22 programs

Nature Sketch Programs
224 participants

Although COVID curtailed a majority of our programs, we were able to pivot our Nature Sketch program 

and adapt it to an online format. This change has been a huge success as we are now able to reach 

students across North America, and even had some participants in Europe.

 

We were forced to cancel the Robert Bateman Masterclass which had 61 participants registered. Although 

alternative platforms were considered, we made the difficult decision to cancel in order to preserve the 

integrity of the experience for our participants. Many of the Masterclass students generously donated all or 

part of their tuition towards the Foundation which was greatly appreciated.

 

In 2020 we also had the opportunity to work with a school within the Vancouver School district, teaching 

Nature Sketch to 153 students over the course of 6 weeks.

$30,316.25 total Learning Revenue



Advancement

In recognition of Robert Bateman’s 90th birthday the Bateman Foundation launched Sketch Across Canada, with 

the aim of delivering 33,000 free Nature Sketch booklets to communities across Canada. The goal was to promote 

and make available to youth our Nature Sketch programming, with the intent of highlighting the importance of 

nature and art to mental health, using eco-literacy principles  advocated by Robert Bateman. We were happy to 

receive many congratulatory video birthday wishes regarding this project from many prominent people, including 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Jane Goodall and Margaret Atwood.

167 members
$620,710 - Donations & Grants
$2,650 - Membership
$87,788 - Major Gifts



Retail
975,314 online views

$147,594 Online Sales

$59,054 Gift Shop Sales

This was a challenging but ultimately successful year. Retail started 2020 strong with $9k in oneTree sales by 

over 20 participating artists. When COVID shut down our gift shop from March to June, the team rallied. 

We refurbished the online store with new products and a free shipping campaign and saw record increases 

in online revenue from May onwards. December alone earned over $20k in online sales for the first time 

and Bateman print sales of over $18k for a record monthly high.

 

In-store sales remained critically low when we reopened with COVID policies in place, but we saw gradual 

increases in customers coming in to support their local gallery and artists. Grizzly Bears: Teachers of the Land 

brought in over $1k in artist sales, 4 new artists joined the shop during the pandemic, and we incorporated 

a new wellbeing focus in retail offerings to support the Foundation’s programming initiatives, including new 

Nature Sketch Kits and Activity Art Boxes. Finally, the 2021 Bateman Calendar, Iconic Works, arrived in July 

and sold 2922 copies for a healthy revenue of $22k (a 31% decrease from 2019).
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assistance of the Province of BC
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Continued
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